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Course Title Western Political Thought 

Course Code ABA09-301 

 
Course Credits 

L T P TC 
 

5 1 
- 

6 
 

Prerequisites This course is designed to introduce certain key aspects of Western Political Thought. 

Course 

objectives 

This course aims to acquaintance of the Inspiration of the Western Political Thought in 

indispensable for the student to make a sense of Political Thought. 

 
UNIT–I 

 Nature of Political Thought; 

Plato: Theory of Justice, Theory of Education, Theory of communism, The 

Philosopher King and Theory of Ideal State; 

Aristotle: Aristotle as the Father of Political Science, State Theory, Theory of Family 

and Property, Theory of Slavery, Theory of Citizenship, Classification of the State, 

Theory of Revolutions. 

 UNIT–II 

 Characteristics of Political Theory of Middle Age; Theory of Two Swords; 

Machiavelli: As a Child of his Time, Theory of Human Nature, Theory Of Religion 

and Morality, State Theory, The Prince; Jean Bodin : Theory of Sovereignty, State 

Theory, Theory of Justice, Importance. 

Course 

Contents 
UNIT–III 

Thomas Hobbes : Theory of Scientific Materialism, Human Nature, Nature Of State, Contract 

Theory, As an individualist, theory of Absolute Sovereignty; 

 John Locke: Soul of Liberalism, Human Nature, Nature of State, Contract; 

 Rousseau: State of Nature , Social Contract,  General Will. 

 UNIT– IV 

 Bentham: Theory of Utilitarianism, Scientific Liberalism And Utilitarianism, State Theory, 

Theory of  Law and Justice; 

 J.S. Mill:  Amendment in Utilitarianism, State Theory, Theory of Representative 

Government, Theory of Liberty; 

 Hegel: Dialectic Theory, Thoughts on State, Thoughts on Law and Constitution, Theory of 

Freedom. 
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 UNIT-V 

T.H. Green: Theory of  Nature  of  State, Theory of Freedom, Theory of  Rights,Views on Law, 

Views on General Will; 

Karl  Marx: Theory of Dialectical Materialism, Doctrine of Materialistic Interpretation of 

History, Theory of Class-Struggle, Theory of Surplus Value, Evaluation. 

Course 

Outcomes 

After successful completion of this course student should be able to understand : 

1. Political thought of Plato & Aristotle. 

2. Characteristics of Political Theory of Middle Age. 

3. Political contribution of  Hobbes, Locke  & Rousseau. 

4. Political thought of  Bentham, Mill&Hegel. 

5. Political  idea of green & Marx. 

 
Text Books 

1. George H. Sabine: A History Of Political Theory; Oxford  Publication 

(4thEdition)New Delhi. 

2. Dunning WA:A History Of Political Theory, Vol. II; Alpha Edition Publishers, 

London. 

Reference

Books 

1. Sood J. P. : History of Political Thought, part-II; Jai Prakash Nath & Co. 

2. Sharma P. D .: Rajnitik Chintan Ka Itihas, Rawat  Publications, Meerut. 

3. Maxey C.C.: Political Philosophies,J.K Mac Millan Co. 

 


